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ANNUAL REPORT of the Commissionsrs of Eduoatiok in Ireland, 
for the Year 1859-60. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE WILLIAM FREDERICK 
EARL OF CARLISLE, k.g., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL-GOVERNOR 
OF IRELAND, &c. &c. &c. 



"VYr^j “ the Commissioners of Education in Ireland,” constituted and appointed 
by an Act passed in the fifty-third year of the reign Ojf his late Majesty 
King George the Third, beg leave, in fulfilment of the duty imposed on us 
by the said Act of Parliament, to make a General Report of the Proceedings of 
the Board since their last Report. j 

The Schools of Royal Foundation, as being the most important under our 
supervision, have, from their extent, and from the nature of jtheir endowments, 
claimed our principal time and attention ; these Schools, wl lich afford a very 
extensive and liberal education, both classical and scientific, continue to be 
numerously attended ; those of Enniskillen and Dungannon' showing by their 
returns periodically made to us, much the largest number of jjupils. At the 
former we have, in consequence of the recovery, by the exertion is of our agent, of 
a large portion of arrears long due on the Enniskillen Scliool Estate, been 
enabled to expend, on the urgent request of the Master (wh^ >, out of his own 
private resources, has also made a large outlay on the premist s), a considerable 
sum, in extensive and permanent alterations, additions, and im'] irovements. And 
our Architect has reported to us, that this establishment is n dw in a most com- 
plete and satisfactory condition. 

A claim of a right of way across the lawn and grounds imme liately attached to 
the School-house (which, if established, would in our opinion be attended with 
consequences highly prejudicial to the School) having been set ap by a gentleman 
in the vicinity, we beg to report, that after considerable cc 'rrespoudence and 
negotiation, we have been obliged to take legal proceedings in di fence of the rights 
of the Board; but, as the suit is at present in progress, we ar ) i 
to report the result to your Excellency. 

In addition to the collection of a large portion of the arre; 

Enniskillen School Estate, our agent, under the direction of o" 
of this Board, who has devoted much time to subjects of a 
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prepared a scheme for gradually ■working off, by labour in drainage, fencing, and 
permanent improvement of the land, part of the still outstanding arrears, and for 
remission of the remainder ; so that we have strong hope that the difficulties we 
have had to encounter in our endeavours to manage this much ovei--populated 
estate, will soon have been almost, if not entirely overcome. 

In reference to the School-house which we propose to erect for the benefit of 
our tenants on this estate, we beg to report that some difficulties as to the site, 
and in consequence of certain suggestions from parties resident in that neighbour- 
hood, we have been as yet unable to carry out our design; but we have strong 
expectations that in the course of the ensuing summer the School-house will be 
completed. 



At Dungannon Royal School, notwithstanding the large expenditure made 
by us within the last year, the number of pupils has increased so much that the 
Master has brought before us the fact that from want of sufficient accommoda- 
tion, especially in the dormitories, he has on several occasions been compelled to 
decline receiving resident pupils. And, with a view to remedying this state of 
things, he forwarded to us plans and sketches prepared on the spot, and under 
his own inspection ; and we beg to state, that we have postponed the consideration 
of this matter until after the receipt of a report from our architect, to whom the 
different plans and suggestions have been referred. 

In consequence of representations made to us of the necessity for a new valua- 
tion of the Dungunnon School Estate, arising from the drainage of Lough Neagh 
and other causes, ■ ve have directed a surveyor to examine the entire estate, and we 
have postponed, u itil after his report and valuation shall liave been submitted to 
the consideral ion of memorials for the erection of a tenantry School-house 
and other improve ments on this estate. 

And, in refereiice to the three principal endowments under our charge, viz. 
those of Armagh, Dungannon, and Enniskillen, we beg to inform your Excel- 
lency that these establishments are I’eported to us to be in a most creditable 
state, the recent alterations and improvements having rendered them more 
suitable to tbe hal its and increased requirements of the present times. 



At Banagher R(lyal School-house we have also made such outlay as appeared 
to be absolutely necessary ; but the endowments of this and of Raphoe Royal 
School are such as( to permit very limited expenditure on them. 

As regards the Royal Scholarships granted by us, solely as the rewards of 
distinguished ans\ .^ering at a searching competitive examination held annually 
in Trinity Colleg 3 by a Board of Examiners selected for that purpose (and 
which become fo ’feited unless certain distinctions are obtained in each yeaO, 
a strong feeling lad arisen tliat the special course of study laid down for the 
candidates by us as a preliminary qualification was too classical and not suffi- 
ciently general in its nature, we, first having collected opinions and suggestions 
from several coi ipetent parties, and having anxiously discussed tbe subject, 
submitted the ei tire question to certain Fellows and Tutors of Trinity College, 
and they having , at considerable lengtli, reported their views to, us, we, ^on 

consideration 
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consideration of the entire matter, have made such alterations hy the i::tro- 
duction of an elementary course of science, and a more definite course of 
History and English literature, as will, we trust, make these highly prized 
exhibitions still more useful to the general student. And we heg to refer 
your Excellency to a copy of our amended Rules attached to this Report. 
And we beg to submit to your Excellency the following list of the Exhibitions 
now held under this Board, viz. : 



C. Crossly _ _ _ . 

R. Rice - _ _ . 

A. Gibson - 

W. Riddall - - - 

J. M. Johnstone - - _ 

D. Macartney . . _ 

A. J. Dobbin . _ _ 

C. Twiffg - 

J. Cluff - . - _ 

F. CJ. Swan - 

F. Crofton - 

J. Corvan - 

J. T. Mooney - 

R. H. Collins 

R. Hobart - - - - 

C. Guin - 

T. A. Vesey - _ _ 

T. Allingham - 

H. L. Smith - 

M. Hime - 
W. J. Bryan 

B. Purser - - - _ 

T. Norman - - - _ 

T. Brett _ - _ . 

D. E. C.. Dickson _ - - 

T. W. Kinahan - . _ 



- £. 50 per annum. 

- - - 50 „ 

- - - 25 „ 

- 30 

- 20 
- 20 
- 20 

- ■ - 50 

- 50 . „ ‘ 

- 40 

50 „ 

- 30 

- 40 

- 50 

- 50 

- 30 

- 10 

- 50 

“ 50 

- 50 

- 20 

- 50 

- 30 

- 50 

- 50 

- - - 25 „ 



On the Tullyvin Private School endowment, where, in consequence of strong 
recommendations to that effect, we have for some time rented a second School- 
house, a new resident Trustee has lately been appointed ; and we have received 
from the^ Board of Trustees a notification that they are preparing"pTnew scheme for 
the improvement and extension of this Charity, in conformity wi h the will of the 
founder, to be submitted, with our co-operation, for the sancti >n of the Court of 
Chancery. 

In connexion with the Middleton School, • one, also, of private endowment, we 
have to report to yom‘ Excellency, that the Trustees and Goveimo 's of that foimda- 
tion have forwarded to us a report of a visitation recently held hy them at that 
School, but that the proceedings did not appear to call on us tc pass any specific 
resolution on the orders made by the Governors, who fully investigated the 
complaint laid before them. And we beg to state that we have, on the recom- 
mendation of the Governors, ordered the execution of certain woi ks at the School- 
house. And, further, that there is a prospect that the Goveri lors will soon be 
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called upon to select a new Master for this important and once flourishing 
School. 

The condition of the Diocesan Schools, with some exceptions, continues to he 
as unsatisfactory as has been so frequently notified in the Annual Reports of this 
Board. 

In consequence of representations of the present state of the Limerick 
District Diocesan School, recently laid before us, we have taken the matter into 
our consideration, with a view to taking such steps as may appear to us to bo 
necessary. . 

We also beg to append hereto a Schedule, showing the attendance of pupils at 
the Royal Schools, as stated in the latest returns. 

All which we respectfully to submit to your Excellency as our Report. 



(signed) MAZIERE BEADY, C. (i.s.) 

PLDNKETTUAM, See. (i.s.) 

F. BLACKBURNE. (i.s.) 

ROBERT SHAW, Bart. (t.s.) 

ACHESON LYLE. (n.s.) 

RICHARD MACDONNELL, d.d. (t.s.) 

WILLIAM GIBSON. (t.s.) 

J. G. PORTER. (t.s.) 



Wm. Cotter Kyle, ll.d., m.e.i.a.. 

Secretary. 



8, Clare-street,') 
28 April 1860.J 
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Regulations of the “ Commissioners of Education in Ireland,” as to the Royal Scholars. 

‘'The Commissioners of Education in Ireland” have founded 30 exhibitions, called 
“ Royal Scholarships,” for students v?ho shall enter Trinity College from the Royal Schools 
of Armagh, Dungannon, Enniskillen, or Cavan, viz., five Scholarships of 50 1. per annum 
each for Armagh School ; and five of 50 1. per annum, and five of 30 L per annum for each 
of the Schools of Dungannon and Enniskillen; and five of 25 f. per annum for Cavan 
School. 

These Scholarships can be obtained by such students only as have been at least three 
years in all, previous to their entrance into Trinity College, pupils in some one or other of 
the Royal Schools. It is not, however, hereby intended to prevent pupils from moving from 
one of them to another ; but the Scholarships founded for the respective Schools of Armagh, 
Dungannon, Enniskillen, and Cavan, can be obtained only by students who have entered 
the University from the Schools for which such Scholarships have been founded. 

The Scholarships to be tenable for five years from the time of their being obtained, sub- 
ject to certain conditions hereafter mentioned. 

The Provost and Senior Fellows have signified their willingness to appoint Examiners in 
each year, to examine on the first convenient day after the November entrance, such 
students as shall have entered from the said four Royal Schools, and shall offer themselves 
as candidates for these Scholarships. 

The examination will be in the course recently prescribed for entrance into T. C. D. 
(omitting Virgil’s iEneid, Xenophon, and Lucian) — In Stanford’s Selections from Plato — 
and in passages taken from such Greek and Latin authors as are not parts of the T. C. D. 
entrance course. 

In translating French into English. 

In Modern Geography. 

In such a knowledge of English Literature, and the history of English Literature, as may 
be derived from the first six books of Milton’s Paradise Lost, Johnson’s Lives of Milton, 
Dryden, Addison, Swift, and Pope, and two of Shakespeare’s plays, viz. — 

In History- 

Ancient — Genesis; Exodus, ch. i. xx. incl. ; Judges; I.Sam. ; II. Sam. ; I. & II. 

Kings. 

Grecian — William Smith’s. 

Roman — Liddell’s smaller History of Rome. 

English — Students Hume’s History. 

In Science — 

Euclid — Books, I., II., III., VI., excluding all deducibles. 

Algebra — to the end of Quadratic Equations, excluding the theory of Equations. 

Arithmetic — as in the T. C. D. entrance course. 

The examination in this special scientific course will not take place 
before the exhibition examination in 1861 . 

Nste. — The course of examination for Royal Scholarships -w^iy»feJ>:Ginwtim^to_tl]ne 
varied by the Commissioners. I 

The examination will be carried on mainly by means of written papJrs, and in addition to 
the examination by papers in the various authors, each Examiner niiay, at his discretion, 
examine the candidate viva voce in one author. 

The examination in History and Geography will be viva voce. 

The proficiency of the candidates in Greek, Latin, and English Composition will be 
particularly inquired into ; and also their knowledge of the rules of Gr ;ek and Latin Versifi- 
cation, with their skill in making verses in both languages. Especial attention will be paid 
to the examination in Ancient and Modern History and Geography. 

No Fellow Commoner can be admitted as a candidate for a Royal S cholafship. 

No Pensioner shall be admitted as a candidate for a Royal Scho: arship, who shall not 
have remained at one of the Royal Schools, to which the Scholarship s are attached, till the 
(October or November entrance examination in T. C. D. immediately f receding the examina- 
tion for Royal Scholarships at which he may be a candidate. 
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No Sizar shall be admitted as a candidate, who shall not have remained at such Royal 
School till the Sizarship entrance examination immediately preceding the examination for 
Royal Scholarships at which he may be a candidate. 

No student who shall have attained twenty years of age shall be permitted to become a 
candidate for a Royal Scholarship. 

No student shall be elected a Royal Scholar unless he shall have previously to the exami- 
nation for Royal Scholarships, lodged with the Secretary of tlie Board, a certificate sinned 
by the master of the_ Royal School from which he shall have entered T. C. D., certifying 
that such candidate is duly qualified according to the rules of the Commissioners. ^ 

The candidates from each School will be examined together, and a return made to the 
Commissioners of their positive merit; and also an arrangement of the candidates according 
to their answering, without any distinction of Schools ; the Commissioners reserving to them- 
selves the power of suspending or diminishing one or more Scholarships, if sufficient merit 
has not been shown. 

In cases of equality of merit in all other respects, the poverty of a candidate will be taken- 
into consideration. A student who has once been a candidate cannot be elio-ible on a 
subsequent occasion. 

Students when appointed to these Scholarships may retain them for five vears from 
the time of their election; provided that, proceeding regularly with their " respective 
classes, they obtain in each year of their under-graduate course one honour of the first 
rank, or two honours of the second rank. The election itself to one of these Scholar 
ships being reckoned as equivalent to one honour of tiie second rank, obtained in the Junior 
Freshman year; a Moderatorsbip as an honour of the first rank in the Senior Sophister year • 
and an University Scholarship, in whatever year obtained, as equivalent to an honour of the 
first rank at the term examination in that year. 

A Royal Scholarship shall become forfeited by the holder of it incurring any heavy 
collegiate censure, such as public admonition, lir rustication ; or when all the examinations 
of any yeor have elapsed without his having obtained in that year one honour of the first 
rank, or two honours of the second rank, or that which is stated in the preceding regulation 
as equivalent to these honours. 

The exhibitions become due half-yearly, viz., on the 1 st of May, and on the 1st of 
November. Payments will be made in May to such students only as have obtained in the 
preceding part of that year at least one honour of the second rank. A half-yearly payment 
held over in May, will be made in November, provided an honour has been obtained m the 
meantime ; and a payment for the entire year will be made in November to such students 
as had not qualified before May 1st for a half-year’s payment, and shall have, between the 
1st of May, and 1st November, fulfilled all the lequisites for the whole year. 

In cases where very distinguished merit has been shown during their under-graduate course 
by students holding minor Scholarships, and where Scholarships for the same School lemain 
suspended, or have been forfeited, the Commissioners will, at the close of each year, receive 
memorials from such distinguished students, for an increase of their stipend. 



Resolution of the Board of Trinity College, Dublin, adopted in compliance witli the 
wishes of “ The Commissioners of Education in Ireland.” 

Resolved, — That the Scholars appointed from the Royal Schools by “The Commissioners 
of Education in Ireland,” be permitted to wear velvet caps, and that their names be inserted 
on the College books, immediately a-fter the names of the University scholars, without, 
ho wever, alter ing thfili .degree of seniority amongst their class-fellows. 



“ The Cominissionc] 
30 1 . and one of 20/.. 
the Royal Schools, hi 
having been examined 
Scholarships, shall be 



of Education in Ireland” will grant annually two prizes, one of 
[to such Junior Freshmen as shall, subject to the rules prescribed for 
ave entered Trinity College,. Dublin, from Middleton School; and 
along with and in the same course as the candidate for the Royal 
recommended by the Examiners as deserving candidates. 



8, Clare-street, Janu 



Middleton School. 



William Cotter Kyle, ll. d., 
Secretary to “ the Commissioners of Education i; 



ary 1860. 
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SCHEDULE of Pupils attending the Royal Schools, as stated in the Returns made 
1st Februaiy 1860, by the respective Schoolmasters. 



School. 


Boarders. 


Daily 

Pupils. 


Free. 


Total. 


Observations. 


Armagh Royal School - 


32 


17 


11 


1 184 




Armagh Tenantry School 


none 


Boys 75 
Girls 49 


all 


J 








124 








Banagher Royal School 


28 


2 


1 


31 




Carysfort „ 


none 


*13 ^ 


20. 


33 


^ For each of these 












6 s. per annum is 
pai<L 


Cavan »» • * 


16 


13 


2 


30 




Dungannon „ - - 


73 


20 


4 


97 




EnnisMDen » - 


84 


24 


22 


130 




Raphoe » ~ ~ 


17 


9 


2 


1 S8 




Raphoe Tenantry School 


none 


70 


all 


1 
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